Descendants of Guillame de Ferrers through his son Henri 


Generation No. 1 

Guillame de Ferrers: Signeur of Ferrieres and Chambrais; armorer and Master of the Horse to Duke of Normandy 
Generation No. 2 

Guillame de Ferrers: was killed at Battle of Hastings in 1066. His line inherited the Normandy properties. 


Henri de Ferrers: survived Battle of Hastings in 1066. Received much land in England as a consequence of (a) 
fighting for William and (b) the death of his brother after which it was agreed Henry’s line would inherit all land in 
England that was granted, post-humously, to his brother Guillame, amounting to 210 manors, while the descendants 
of Guillame received all the Normandy properties. [Steepy ancestor may have been in retinue of Henri, possibly 
moving to Stapleford Manor in Notts] 


Generation No. 3 


Robert DE FERRERS: created 1s EARL OF DERBY in 1138 by King Stephen after the English victory in the 
Battle of the Standard in Yorkshire against David I of Scotland. He died in 1139. The Earls are often found titled as 
Earl of Nottingham which is understandable as one shrievalty covered both Derby and Nottingham. 


Generation No. 4 


Robert DE FERRERS, 2! EARL OF DERBY: married Margaret Peverel, daughter and heiress of William Peverel 
of Nottingham. [Lord of Stapleford, Notts, until his death in 1113] 
Generation No. 5 


WILLIAM DE FERRERS, 3% EARL OF DERBY: (attainted in 1173) died 1190 
Generation No. 6 


WILLIAM DE FERRERS 4" EARL OF DERBY’ born 1168 in Ferrers, Derbyshire, England to William, 3" Earl of 
Derby (who was attainted in 1173), and died September 22, 1247 in England. He married LADY AGNES DE 
KEVELIOCK, DAME DE CHARTLEY (a/so DE MESCHINES) in 1192, daughter of HUGH DE KEVELIOCK and 
BERTRADE D'EVREUX. She was born about 1174 in Chester, Cheshire, England, died 28 October and was 
buried on 2 November 1247in England. 


This nobleman [the title Earl of Derby was taken from the 3 Earl in 1173 and remained that way until 1199 
however, unusual for the time, the real estate passed to his heir at his death in 1190], upon the return of King 
Richard from captivity, took arms in his behalf and, joining the Earl of Chester, besieged Nottingham Castle, which, 
after a brief resistance, surrendered. For this and other acts of fidelity, he was chosen by the king to sit with the rest 
of the peers in the great council held at the said castle in Nottingham in the ensuing March. Moreover, at Richard's 
second coronation he was one of the four that carried the canopy over the king's head. Upon the accession of King 
John, his lordship, with the Earls of Clare and Chester, and other great men, swore fealty to the new monarch but 
upon the condition that each person should have his right. His lordship was present at the coronation of King John 
and 7 June 1199, inherited the title as the 4 Earl of Derby by special charter dated at Northampton, he was girt with 
a sword by the king's own hands (being the first of whom in any charter that expression was used). He had also a 
grant o f the third penny of all the pleas before the sheriff throughout the whole country whereof he was earl, to hold 
to him and his heirs as amply as any of his ancestors had enjoyed the same. Moreover, in consideration of 4,000 
marks, he obtained another charter from the king of the manor of Higham-Ferrers, Northampton, with the hundred 
and park; as also of the manors of Bliseworth and Newbottle, in the same shire; which were part of the lands of his 
great grandfather, William Peverel of Nottingham. King John also conferred upon him a mansion-house situated in 
the parish of St. Margaret within the city of London, which had belonged to Isaac, a Jew, at Norwich, to hold by the 


service of waiting upon the king (the earl and his heirs), at all festivals yearly without any cap, but with a garland of 
the breadth of his little finger upon his head. These liberal marks of royal favor were felt so gratefully by the earl 
that in all the subsequent struggles between the king and t he refractory barons, his lordship never once swerved 
from his allegiance, but remained true to the monarch; and loyalty to the interests of his son, King Henry III. His 
lordship assisted at the coronation of the new monarch and immediately after the ensuing Easter, he took part with 
the famous William Marshall(governor of the king and kingdom), the Earls of Chester and Albemarle, and many 
other great men in the siege of Mountsorell Castle in Leicestershire, then held by Henry de Braybroke and ten other 
stout knights. And the same year was likewise with those noble persons at raising the siege of Lincoln, which place 
the rebellious barons with Lewis, King of France, had invested. His lordship m. Agnes, sister and one of the co-heirs 
of Ranulph, Earl of Chester, by whom he had two sons, William and Thomas. He died of the gout in 1246 and his 
countess d. in the same year after a union, according to some authorities, of seventy-five, and by others, of fifty-five 
years. [Sir Bernard Burke, Dormant, Abeyant, Forfeited, and Extinct Peerages, Burke's Peerage, Ltd., London, 1883, 
p. 196, Ferrers, Earls of Derby] 


[Author’s Note: There is substantial confusion over his name. See The Complete Peerage Vol. 4, p 193 for an 
account. Personally, I feel there could have been two brothers, William and Robert, Robert being the Earl and when 
he died at Acre his nephew William son of his brother William succeeded, but no documents support this theory 
either! In The Complete Peerage vol. XIV, p.250 it is suggested that Robert is a fabrication by Vincent, Earl of 
Ferrieres. [Brian Tompsett, Directory of Royal Genealogical Data] 


Generation No. 7 


Children of WILLIAM DE FERRERS and AGNES DE KEVELIOCK: 


i. WILLIAM DE FERRERS, 5 EARL OF DERBY’ b. 1193, Derby, Derbyshire, England; d. March 24, 
1253/54, Evington, Leicestershire, England. William de Ferrers, 5 Earl of Derby, upon doing 
homage in the 32nd Henry III [c. 1248], had livery of Chartley Castle and the other lands of his 
mother's inheritance. Supposedly, he sat in the parliament held in London in 1248 wherein the king 
made so stout an answer to the demands of his impetuous barons. His lordship m. (1) Sibel, one of the 
daughters and co-heirs of William Mareschal, Earl of Pembroke, by whom he had 7 daughters: 


1. Agnes, m. to William de Vesci; 

Isabel m. (1) Gilbert Basset, of Wycombe, and (2) Reginald de Mohun; 

Maud, m. (1) William de Kymes; (2) William de Vyvon, and (3) Emerick de Rupel Carnardi; 
Sibil m. (1) John de Vipont, (2) Franco de Mohun; 

Joane m. (1) William Aguillon, and (2) John de Mohun; 

Agatha m. to Hugh Mortimer of Chelmersh; 


Eleanor m. (1) William de Vallibus, (2) Roger de Quincy, Earl of Winton, and (3) Roger de 
Leybourne, but had no issue. 


Qh erik 


The earl m. (2) Margaret, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Roger de Quincy, Earl of Winchester, 
and had 4 more children: 


8. Robert, his successor as 6" Earl of Derby. He was deprived of all lands and titles for acts of 
treason on 13 June 1266. 


9. William, upon whom his mother conferred the lordship of Groby, Leicestershire; 
10. Joan, m. Thomas, Lord Berkeley; 
11. Agnes, m. to Robert de Muscegros, Lord of Deerhurst. 


His lordship, who from his youth had been a martyr to the gout, and had to be drawn from place to 
place in a chariot, lost his life by being thrown through the heedlessness of his driver over the bridge 
at St. Neots or Evington, County Huntingdon, before 28 March 1254. He was buried at Merevale 


Abbey at Merevale, Warwickshire on 31 March 1254. [Sir Bernard Burke, Dormant, Abeyant, 
Forfeited, and Extinct Peerages, Burke's Peerage, Ltd., London, 1883, p. 197, Ferrers, Earls of Derby] 


ii. THOMAS DE FERRERS BARON FERRERS OF CHARTLEY: born 1196. He was still living on 13 
June 1266. 


iii. SIR HUGH DE FERRERS: born 1200. He died at Bugbrooke before 10 August 1257. 
iv. ISABELL DE FERRERS. 
v. Sibyl DE FERRERs: b. July 25, 1216, Ferrers, Derbyshire, England; d. 1247. 


vi. AGNES DE FERRERS, b. Abt. 1220, Ferrers, Derbyshire, England. 


Subsequent creations of the Earls of Derby: 
A 2"4 creation was established in 1337 and was absorbed by the Crown in 1399. 


The Earls of Derby were created a 3" time for the Stanley family in 1485. During the life of the reigning Earl, the 
heir-apparent bears the courtesy title Lord Stanley. One Lord Stanley, named Frederick, of a much later date, as well 
as creation (16" Earl of Derby, presented a championship trophy to the Dominion of Canada for their 1892 hockey 
victory: the Stanley Cup. 
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